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"but entertain the approaches of a calm with the
greatest satisfaction. I find that a general freedom
is bnt a general bondage, and that the assertors of
liberty may be the greatest engrossers of it too."
I had at last found my work, and could pursue
it under favourable conditions in the emancipated
university.

In the reaction that followed the struggle
of the election, and with the appalling sense of
responsibility involved in the succession to Ham-
ilton, I was encouraged by the counsel of Yictor
Cousin, the eloquent French advocate of spiritual
philosophy, and then its most distinguished living
representative in Europe. The intellectual in-
fluence of Germany had inspired Cousin in his
early struggle against a dominant sensuous philo-
sophy and materialism. Schelling and Hegel,
viewed in an eclectic spirit, had led him to claim
for the true philosopher an intuition of the Infinite
Reality in an impersonal exercise of Eeason; and
this claim, a quarter of a century before, had ex-
posed lirm to the trenchant criticism of Hamilton.
In later years Cousin had become less enamoured
of transcendental speculation, and now looked to
the Scottish philosophers, and their introspective
recognition of the common-sense of humanity, forative religiousnley. But
